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No. APRIL, 1909. 4.

QUESTIONS OF THE HOUR.

THE MISSIONARY UPRISING AMONG
STUDENTS*

The Student Volunteer Movement orig-

inated at the first international conference

of Christian college students, which was

held at Mount Hermon, Mass., in 1886,

at the invitation of the late D. L. Moody.

Of the two hundred and fifty delegates

who attended, twenty-one had definitely

decided to become foreign missionaries

when the conference opened. Of this num-
ber, Wilder, of Princeton, Tewksbury, of

Harvard, and Clark, of Oberlin, had come

with the deep conviction that God would

call from that large gathering of college

men a number who would consecrate

themselves to foreign missions. Before

the conference closed, one hundred of the

delegates had recorded their “purpose, if

God permit, to become foreign missiona-

ries.” At the conference it was decided

that a deputation should be sent among

the colleges, and four students were se-

lected for this purpose. Of the four se-

lected, Robert P. Wilder, of Princeton,

alone was able to go, and John N. For-

man, also of Princeton, was induced to

join him. The expenses of the deputa-

*Olive Trees is indebted to the Gen-

eral Secretary of the Student Volunteer

Movement for this article, the subject of

which was discussed at a parlor meeting

in Miss Gould's, New York, Friday after-

noon, March 12, 1909.

tion were borne by Mr. D. W. McWil-

liams, of Brooklyn. Messrs. Wilder and

Forman visited 176 institutions, including

a majority of the leading colleges and

divinity schools of Canada and the United

States.

ORGANIZATION.

In the summer of 1888 about fifty vol-

unteers attended the student conference

at Northfield. It was there decided that

some organization was necessary, and a

committee was appointed by the volun-

teers present to effect such an organiza-

tion. This committee met in December,

1888, and an organization was effected,

taking the name of the Student Volunteer

Movement for Foreign Missions, which is

incorporated under the laws of the State

of New York. There is an Executive

Committee, a Board of Trustees and an

Advisory Committee.

The Student Volunteer Movement is in

no sense a missionary board. It never has

sent out a missionary, and never will. It

is simply a recruiting agency. Those who

become student volunteers are expected to „

go out as missionaries of the regular mis-

* sionary organizations of the Church. It

does not usurp or encroach upon the func-

tions of any other missionary organiza-

tion. It is unswervingly loyal to the

Church, and has received the endorsement

of every leading missionary board on the

continent.

It is primarily a movement of students,
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and it is not in any sense an organization

forced upon the students.

The purpose of the Movement is as fol-

lows :

1. .To awaken and maintain among all

Christian students of the United States

and Canada intelligent and active inter-

est in foreign missions.

2. To enroll a sufficient number of

properly qualified student volunteers to

meet the successive demands of the vari-

ous missionary boards of North America.

3. To help all such intending mission-

aries to prepare for their life-work and to

enlist their co-operation in developing the

missionary life of home churches.

4. To lay an equal burden of responsi-

bility on all students who are to remain

as ministers and lay workers at home,

that they may actively promote the mis-

sionary enterprise by their intelligent ad-

vocacy, by their gifts and by their prayers.

STUDENT VOLUNTEERS.

Student Volunteers are drawn from

those who are or have been students in

institutions of higher learning in the

United States and Canada. Each student

volunteer signs the “declaration” of the

Movement, which is as follows

:

“It is my purpose, if God permit, to be-

come a foreign missionary."

THE FIELD AND ITS CULTIVATION.

The work for which the Student Vol-

unteer Movement, as an agency of the

Church, is held responsible, is the pro-

motion of the missionary life and activity

in the one thousand institutions of higher

learning in the United States and Canada,

in which more than 250,000 students are

matriculated. From these should come

the future missionaries and missionary

leaders of the Church. Therefore, no

work can be more important than that of

making each student center a stronghold

of missionary intelligence, enthusiasm and

activity.

To accomplish this a staff of secretaries

is employed, offices are maintained in New
York City, and conferences and conven-

tions are held.

The secretaries of the Movement are a

general secretary, a mission study secre-

tary, a candidate secretary, an assistant

secretary, a business secretary and the

traveling secretaries. The position of

traveling secretary is usually held for one

year by a student volunteer ready to go to

the mission field. Returned missionaries

also have been employed. The number of

traveling secretaries is determined by the

funds at the disposal of the executive

committee. The traveling secretaries visit

the colleges, deliver addresses on missions,

meet with missionary committees and vol-

unteer bands, organize mission study

classes, and in every way possible promote

the missionary activities of the colleges

—

but the chief object of their work is by

public address and personal interview to

lead students to give their lives to mission-

ary service.

The student volunteers in an institu-

tion are organized into a volunteer band.

The objects of the volunteer band are to

deepen the missionary purpose and spir-

itual lives of the members, to secure other

volunteers, and to promote missions in the

college and in the college community.

Once in four years an international con-

vention is held. Five such conventions

have been held. At the last of these con-

ventions there were present 3,400 students

and professors representing 716 institu-

tions.

INFLUENCE IN EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS.

The Volunteer Movement has reached

by its propaganda nearly, if not quite one

thousand institutions of higher learning

in North America. In the case of a large

majority of these institutions the work of

the Movement has been the first real mis-

sionary cultivation which they have ever
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received. It is the testimony of professors

and other observers that even in the in-

stitutions which had already been in-

fluenced in different ways by the mission-

ary idea, the Volunteer Movement has

very greatly developed missionary interest

and activity.

There are few student communities in

which the spirit of missions is not stronger

and more fruitful because of the work of

the Student Volunteer Movement.

It may be said with truth that as a re-

sult of this influence no class of people

believe so strongly in missions as do the

students and those who as students have

been influenced during the past twenty

years, by the Movement.

SAILED VOLUNTEERS.

Because the Student Volunteer Move-

ment is a movement, and because it is a

movement for foreign missions the princi-

pal proof of its efficiency is to be found in

the going forth of its members to the for-

eign mission field. No matter what its

other achievements may be, nothing can

take the place of this result. This is its

distinctive mission. It is gratifying, there-

fore, to note that the Movement has on its

records the names of 3,861 volunteers who,

prior to Jan. 1, 1909, had reached the mis-

sion field, having been sent out as mis-

sionaries of no less than fifty different

missionary boards of the United States

and Canada. About one-third of the

sailed volunteers are women.

The sailed volunteers are distributed by

countries as follows:

Mexico 114

Central America 23

South America 229

West Indies 101

Latin and Greek church countries

of Europe 18

Africa 403

Turkish Empire 148

Arabia 16

Persia 36

India, Burma and Ceylon 763

Siam, Laos and Straits Settlements 76

China 1,110

Korea 178

Japan 351

Philippine Islands 106

Oceania 47

Miscellaneous 142

Total. .

.'

3,861

OF GREATER SERVICE TO THE BOARDS.

In order to be of greater service to all

the mission boards in helping them to se-

cure the very best men and women to go as

missionaries, there was established in the

fall of 1907 the Candidate Department.

The work already done has demonstrated

the wisdom of this forward movement.

Almost every board has been aided during

the past year in finding properly qualified

candidates.

MISSION STUDY.

In 1894 the Movement began to promote

the systematic and progressive study of

missions among students. At that time

there were less than thirty classes carrying

on such study in all the institutions of

North America. During the first year the

Movement organized 144 classes with an

enrollment of 1400. In the year 1907-8

there were in 531 institutions 1,920 classes

having an enrollment of 23,240. More

than three-fourths of those enrolled in

mission study are not student volunteers.

When the Movement began to promote

mission study in colleges there were no

text-books available for the classes. Since

1894 a text-book literature has been

created, not only for the students, but the

work, taken up by other organizations, has

been pushed in the churches among young

peopled societies, women’s missionary so-

cieties, and in the Sabbath schools, so that

now the annual sales of missionary text-

books by these different agencies has

passed the 100,000 mark.



76 Questions of the Hour

.

There are marked advantages in connec-

tion with this mission study work. It is

developing an intelligent and strong mis-

sionary interest. It is doing much to

make such interest permanent. It is an

invaluable help in preparing missionary

candidates for their life work. It is mak-

ing the conditions favorable for the mul-

tiplying of the number of capable volun-

teers. It is developing right habits of

praying and giving for missions. It is

equipping those who are to become leaders

at home to be real citizens of a world-wide

kingdom.

GIFTS FOR MISSIONS.

The Movement has been the greatest in-

fluence in stimulating gifts to missions by

students. When it began its work less

than $10,000 a year was being contributed

toward missionary objects by all the in-

stitutions of the United States and Can-

ada. Last .year 23,000 students and pro-

fessors gave over $116,000, of which more

than $76,000 was given to foreign missions

and $40,000 to home missions. Seventy in-

stitutions gave $300 or more each. Many
colleges and theological seminaries are

supporting entirely or in large part their

own representative on the foreign field.

THOROUGHLY PREPARED MISSIONARIES.

Secretaries of the mission boards testify

that the Movement has been helpful in

making possible the raising of the stand-

ards of qualifications of intending mission-

aries. During the past twelve years in

particular it has emphasized that those

who are to become missionaries should

possess the highest qualifications. It in-

variably encourages students to take a reg-

ular and thorough college or university

course and to press on to such graduate

courses as may be required by the agencies

under which they expect to go abroad.

Believing that the ultimate success of

the missionary enterprise depends not only

on the number of missionaries sent to the

field, but upon the spiritual quality of

those who are sent, the leaders of the

Movement have always insisted that no

student volunteer was prepared for his

high calling unless he were spiritually

qualified. It would be impossible to over-

state the importance of the service which

the Movement has rendered in guiding

and stimulating volunteers to form right

devotional habits such as that of personal

Bible study, secret prayer, and the prac-

tice of religious meditation.

If such habits are not formed before the

volunteer reaches the mission field, he will

enter upon his work fearfully handicapped.

He goes to do a spiritual work ; he should

come to know in personal experience what

it is to be under the sway of the Holy

Spirit. He goes out to make Jesus Christ

known. Ho missionary should sail until

he has come to know Jesus Christ as per-

sonal Saviour—until he has learned

through Christ to get victory over tempta-

tions. If he learns to live the victorious

life here, he will be able on the mission

field to stand against the strong and subtle

temptations of spiritual indolence, profes-

sionalism, unbelief, the lowering of spirit-

ual ideals and the attempt to accomplish

the work of God in the energy of the flesh.

He is urged here and now to win men to

become disciples of Jesus Christ. If a

student volunteer cannot use the truth of

God here to lead people to yield them-

selves to the claims of Christ, how can he

do so in Asia or Africa ?

THE MOVEMENT STILL NEEDED.

Great as the achievements of the Move-

ment have been, its work is not finished.

As long as there is an increasing demand

for missionaries, so long will there be need

of this recruiting agency.

Hew missionaries are needed to fill the

places made vacant on the mission field by

the death, ill-health and resignation of the

old missionaries.
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New missionaries are needed to reach

the unevangelized millions in the coun-

tries where missions have already been es-

tablished.

New missionaries are needed to occupy

the countries which are at present without

a single missionary, and in which no work

has as yet been attempted. For these fields

pioneer missionaries of the highest quality

and finest attainments are urgently

needed.

At the present time about six hundred

new missionaries are sent out each year by

the Missionary Boards of the United

States and Canada. In 1906, at the Con-

ference of the Board Secretaries a resolu-

tion was passed calling on the Student

Volunteer Movement to furnish not less

than one thousand qualified missionaries

each year. These recruits must be found

among the students.

Say not ye, There are yet four months

and then cometh harvest? Behold, I say

unto you, Lift up your eyes and look on

the fields; for they are white already to

harvest. The harvest truly is plenteous,

but the laborers are few; Pray ye there-

fore the Lord of the harvest that He will

send forth laborers into His harvest.

In one of the mission fields a physician had been the means of restoring to health

a beloved child. In their gratitude the parents came and knelt at the feet of the

doctor, worshipping her as if she had been a god.

The missionary remonstrated, saying, “We are not gods. Worship the true God.”

“You must be a god,” they said; “no one but a god could have saved our beloved

from death.”

The missionary then said, “Suppose that I wished to bestow a valuable gift upon

you, and sent it by the hands of one of your coolies, whom would you thank, the

coolie or myself?” “We should thank you, of course; the coolie is your servant.”

“And so am I God’s coolie,” said the missionary, “by whose hand God has been

pleased to send you this gift of healing, and it is to Him you must bow and give

thanks.” And so at last their hearts turned to the true God .—Presbyterian Record.

Christ has a right to the best you have. Consecration is a deep, far-reaching, and

perennial process. It is not a pious spasm, or the formal signing of a pledge, too

soon forgotten. It is enthroning the Lord Jesus Christ in the heart with full sway

over your time, your purse, your brains, your affections, and your influence.

—

Dr.

Cuyler.

444
The real tragedy of life is not in being limited to one talent, but in the failure to

use the one talent .—Edgar W. Work.

The highest ambition of love is to be a servant. It is the nature of love not to be

waited on, but to serve.

—

Chimes.

It is my deep conviction that if the Church of God were what she ought to be,

twenty years would not pass until the story of the cross would be uttered in the ears

of every living man.

—

Anon.

When God calls. He qualifies; when He qualifies, He calls .—Matthew Henry.
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NEWS OF THE CHURCHES.
ABROAD.

Alexandrelta, Syria.—Writing Feb. 1,

1909, Rev. S. H. Kennecty, of the Re-

formed Presbjderian Church in Ireland,

says of the work:

We are all very busy here at the usual

routine work. In the school we have all

the pupils we can accommodate. We have

fair audiences at our various services—
not much if any better than last year.

The most encouraging branch of our

work at present is Mrs. Kennedy’s work

among women. She has three Bible

women, who have close on a hundred

pupils—married women mostly (a few are

girls over eighteen years)—learning to

read. Of these, over seventy are reading

in the Bible, and each receives two Bible

lessons a week. At present they have eight

Moslem pupils and eight Fellahin pupils;

the others are Christians of one sort or

another, and all need the gospel.

Latakia, Syria.—Rev. A. J. McFar-
land, writing Feb. 13, 1909, has some-

thing to say about Suadia and other mat-

ters :

Brother Edgar and I started for Suadia

Jan. 29, intending to remain over one

Sabbath and start back on Tuesday, but

the following week was the worst week

of rain and wind we have had this year,

so we could not get away until after the

second Sabbath, reaching home Tuesday

evening of this week. Except the com-

paratively short ride to Guzne, it was the

first trip for Mr. Edgar, but he stood it

like a veteran. We were eleven hours in

the saddle the first day and six and a

half the second, with about two hours’

rain on us each day, the last just as we

were approaching Suadia being accom-

panied by heavy wind, and so cold that it

felt almost like snow in our faces. We
were quite glad therefore to get indoors

when we reached the comfortable Mission

building. Mr. Edgar’s horse fell with

him once and had a narrow escape from

going down over a small precipice, but

with the aid of some men who came along:

he soon got on his feet again and made
the rest of the journey without accident.

The road was pretty muddy for the return

trip, but we made it in about the same

time, there being more down grade help-

ing us to make up for the slower travel

in the muddy portions.

We found the school in a very flourish-

ing condition, the attendance having

reached 93 one day in January. The
Fellaheen are beginning to believe they

have some freedom, and are flocking in.

If there is no interference there will be

still larger numbers of them coming ere

long. We found opportunity thus to em-

ploy one of the members to help in the

jmimary department of the school, and

this helped to improve the feeling of the

people toward the Mission. I preached

both Sabbaths, to the employees of the

Mission and their families only the first

day, as it was raining and the bridge over

which most of them come was washed out,

a common occurrence at each heavy rain.

The second day was nice, however, and

there were over fifty present. The peo-

ple were all sociably quite pleasant. The

senior teacher, or, rather, evangelist,

whom they would not receive at all at

first, saying he was a stranger or for-

eigner brought in to take the bread out

of the mouths of their children—meaning

that he was occupying a salaried position
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which they thought one of their own peo-

ple could have filled as well, although he

is of the same race and sect as themselves,

but from another village—well, to get to

what I started out to say about this teach-

er, they called on him at New Year’s and

have been treating him better since; in

fact, they are presenting requests through

him now to the Mission in behalf of one

and another who is wanting employment.

The pulpit there has been, occupied

now nine times by a missionary since

Brother Dodds left, and if the plan of Mr.

Stewart is carried out to hold a com-

munion there before he leaves, the average

will be brought up to once a month for

the first year. It is not clear to me yet

whether there should ,be a missionary

there again or not; but it is plain enough

that the force at Latakia is not in shape

to furnish one for that purpose until the

return of Brother Stewart.

Am glad and thankful to be able to re-

port all the circle here able to be at our

Mission prayer meeting yesterday. Miss

Wylie is at her post again after the attack

of rheumatism. Miss Patton is better

also.

I suppose you have heard of the trouble

they have been having with the Moslems

at the Mission College at Beirut. We
hear our Ambassador at Constantinople

recommends that they allow the Moslem

students to have their own worship by

themselves and do not enforce the college

rule requiring all to attend chapel exer-

cises. The Missions will never be under

any very heavy obligation to the present

Ambassador, I think. The college could

deal with the matter comparatively easy

were it not that the rebellious students

have the support of a Moslem secret soci-

ety in the town and also of the present

Yali. The contention of the students is

that there is liberty in Turkey now and

the college cannot compel them to attend

religious services nor expel them from the

college for not attending.

The Protestants .at Kessab have been

having trouble again. It seems there is

a very bad man in the village, who is a

great trouble-maker and loses no oppor-

tunity to make trouble for the Protestants.

Getting into a street fight with some of

them, he had them arrested to the number
of a dozen or more and even had their

preacher taken as a witness, and after he

had given his testimony he accused him
of perjury, and as the judge was evidently

in “cahout’’ writh the bad Armenian, the

preacher was committed to prison and has

been in jail with several of his parish for

several weeks. His sentence may be ex-

tended to three years. They told us in

Kessab some ten or more had gone down

to the jail the first of the week and

took the keys of the church with them

and intended to offer them to the judge

and tell him to take them as he had

already taken their preacher. They say

“liberty” has not yet arrived at Kessab

nor the Jisser, the place of the trial and

the jail. There will doubtless be ebbing

and flowing before the full tide is in.

We rejoice in the good work in China

and in the news that Brother Blair is to

be able to go to work at once stirring up

the people to embrace their privileges and

opportunities.

A personal letter from Eev. Jas. S.

Stewart, dated March 2, 1909, gives us an

additional item or two

:

Rev. Edgar and I went out to Bahamra

last Saturday and returned yesterday.

On Sabbath we had a good audience, and

the Lord’s Supper was observed. There

were eighteen native communicants pres-

ent. I also baptized one child. We visited

the school at the Merj and found thirty-

two pupils present. The time does not

seem to be ripe for a school at Bahamra,
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although they are clamoring for it. But

there are different and opposing parties,

and each will make trouble for the others,

unless the arrangements are acceptable

to them. But it is said that all things

come to those who wait. So let us wait

patiently and pray earnestly.

China.—Our readers will be glad to

have from Rev. Julius A. Ivempf, under

date of Jan. 19, 1909, some items in re-

gard to the Boys’ School at Tak Hing

Chau

:

The Boys’ School closed its second

year’s work yesterday. I enclose a picture

of the boys who have been most regular in

attendance. Six of these boys are Chris-

tians and members of the Church. Eleven

have Christian parents. The three in the

upper row are the oldest in the school,

sixteen and seventeen years. The two

men standing behind the boys are the

teachers.

BOYS OF SCHOOL, TAK HING.

The school building, as you know, is up

in the city, and is about ten minutes’ walk

from the compound. The picture shows

only the front part. In the rear there is

an extension, which is used for a school

room. In the front part the ground floor

is used as a preaching hall and the upper

story as a reading room. A literal trans-

lation of the characters over the doorway

reads: “Read Book Room” and “True

Principles Study Hall.” The bars in the

windows are not intended to keep the boys

from climbing out, but to keep thieves

SCHOOL BUILDING, TAK HING.

from breaking in. Just recently a thief

did break in and helped himself to what-

ever he thought worth taking. On the

Friday before communion, while the boys

and teachers were attending services in the

chapel, the thief picked the lock on the

school house door and stole seven blankets,

a lot of clothing and about eight dollars

in cash, all the property of some of the

boys who were lodging in the building.

In the evening the thief was caught and

he confessed the deed. We found that he

had stolen the stuff and pawned it and

gambled away the money all in less than

three hours. We turned him over to the

police, but his relatives interceded for him,

so we promised to have the man released

on condition that all that was stolen be

returned. The thief, by the way, is a man

who some months ago professed to be a

believer and asked to be baptized. He had

a bad reputation, so he was told to wait

until he showed by his life that he was

truly repentant. He attended preaching

services and prayer meeting quite regu-

larly, and we were beginning to think that
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there was a change in the man’s life.

Friday morning he was at the preaching

services, apparently an interested listener.

Between noon and 3 o’clock he committed

the theft, and at 4 o’clock he came to Mr.

Bobb to be examined for baptism. In the

evening he came to prayer meeting, but

some one had informed on him, so after

the meeting some of the brethren detained

him and made him confess.

The third picture gives a view of a

part of the school room and also gives you

some idea of the disadvantages under

which we have to work. Just take a

good look at that array of “school desks.”

According to present arrangements, each

boy must furnish his own seat and desk.

The desks which they bring are tables of

various dimensions, and in all stages of

decay, usually the last stage. Some of

them are so rotten and rickety they have

to be propped up with bricks or set be-

BOYS’ SCHOOL ROOM, TAK HING.

tween two other tables in order to make

them stand level, and to keep them from

falling apart. Most of them are so dirty

and greasy, a whole day’s scrubbing does

not make them look clean. Some of the

boys bring chairs with high backs, which

very much interfere with the view of the

boy behind. Some have narrow benches

without backs, and some have high stools.

It is a rather difficult matter to arrange

these chairs and benches and stools and

tables conveniently for the purpose of

teaching. But that is not their most seri-

ous disadvantage. They are so large and

clumsy they take up about twice as much
room as is necessary, so that we are able

to accommodate only thirty pupils. This

year we enrolled thirty-two boys, and had

to turn others away for lack of room. We
are very much in need of up-to-date school

furniture. If we had the proper kind of

desks we could take in forty-five or fifty

boys, and they would be much more com-

fortably seated and would do better work

and teaching would be much easier. I

hope we will not have to wait long before

the necessary funds are secured to prop-

erly furnish our school room.

Now I must close this letter, so that it

may go by the next mail steamer. I hope

soon to be able to write you more about

our educational work and our opportuni-

ties along that line.

A personal letter from Bev. A. I. Bobb,

dated Jan. 25, contains items that will

also interest the Churches:

The main facts of the persecution at

Ko Che will be in your hands before this,

and it would be far too long a story to at-

tempt to tell all the machinations of the

Chinese officials since then. Five dollars

were offered in compensation to the in-

jured man, and refused, and that matter

is probably thus ended. The official then

ruled that the property rented for a

chapel belonged to the Chan clan and

wrote a letter to the Viceroy stating that

I had secretly attempted to alienate, the

ancestral estate of these Chan people, and

asking him to instruct the Consul to order

the return of the contract to those wdio

rented it to me. Upon this I secured

copies of all the deeds in possession of the

real owners and took them to Canton and
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presented them to the Consul for inspec-

tion. He called the Viceroy’s secretary

and showed them to him, and the secretary

promised a thorough investigation of the

whole matter. Since then I have had

calls from our local magistrate, then the

magistrate and a deputy from the next

higher authority, and then a secret visit

at night from the magistrate’s private sec-

retary, all seeking by hook or crook to get

a concession that will save the Sai King

magistrate’s face and prevent the chapel

at Ko Che. The end is not yet.

After his decision that we were usurp-

ers at Ko Che, the Sai King magistrate

proceeded to blockade us at Do Sing by

refusing to stamp the deed for our land

and attempting to arrest the man who

sold us the place. The seller came down

to Tak ITing and stayed for a number of

days, and then went into the country,

where he could not easily be found. It is

significant that since the promised in-

vestigation by the Viceroy, the Sai King

magistrate has put out a proclamation in

Do Sing stating that unless valid objection

is presented within a month he will stamp

the deed for our property there. This

will probably be done in ten days more,

and will at least give us a foothold in the

district, a thing this same man declared

he would prevent.

My school closed on the 15th of the

month, and there are three young men

ready for work, but not for licensure. A
fourth, and probably the best of the class,

feels that he has not sufficient learning to

definitely enter on a course that would

make it, in Chinese eyes, a disgrace to go

back to labor. He has supported himself

during the three years, and has had no aid

from any source. Since school closed I

have made two little trips to the country

in company with Messrs. Mitchell and

Robb. They seem to enjoy getting out,

and at Sha Pong one night made perhaps

their maiden speeches to people not Chris-

tian, and they did well.

As to my plans for the future, I am a

little uncertain. There are not enough

persons ready to begin a course of instruc-

tion, to justify me in starting a class now.

I am going to hold a class for one month,,

beginning to-day, admitting all who wish

to study, and furnishing their rice for one

month. If there proves to be a sufficient

number with qualifications for the work,

I will begin another class, but I do not

feel justified in beginning it with less

than five or six. If there are not that

many, I will spend this year in itinerating

and hope for a class by another year.

We are beginning a week of services at

the chapel for the unconverted. We issued

500 invitations, and yesterday the attend-

ance was very near 500. We had to hold

an overflow meeting downstairs. I think

it was the largest crowd ever gathered

here to hear the gospel.

%
In a personal letter to Mrs. Mary Rusk,,

of Second Kew York, thanking her for

many tokens of interest in the work at

Tak Hing Chau, Dr. Jean McBurney en-

closed a picture of the school last year,

which Olive Trees has permission to re-

produce.

She writes: This group is the women

and girls together. The foreigner in the

center is my sister. To her left at the

end of the back row is Tai So, who is

now what might be called matron of the

woman’s school. She is not an educated

woman, but has learned since coming to

us to read very well now in the Bible, and

that is what only a very few Chinese

women can do here. It is the exception

rather than the rule for them to be able

to read, though occasionally we find

women who can read a little. I think of

all in this picture not one knew a charac-

ter when she came to the Mission. Kow
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most of them can read, some of them very

well. Eleven are Christians and members

SCHOOL FOR GIRLS AND WOMEN, 1908.

of the Church. Nine others are believers,

but seven of them are children who

scarcely understand enough yet to be re-

ceived as members.

This year the school is changed a little.

The women were not then regular all-day

pupils, but attended certain classes. Now
the woman’s school has some regular

pupils and others who only attend certain

classes.

In a letter to Mrs. Mary Rusk, of Sec-

ond New York, dated Jan. 30, 1909, Rev.

Julius A. Kempf encloses a picture of

women who are learning to read the

Bible, their teacher seated in front of the

group with a child on her lap, and has

something to say about the work from his

point of view:

The first Sabbath of the month was our

communion Sabbath. Many of the mem-
bers living in the country were not able

to be with us, and so only sixty-eight

natives sat with us at the Table of the

Lord. Those who attended the service

found it a very helpful communion sea-

son. There were evidences of the Spirit’s

presence, and new grace and courage and

assurance were given. And there was spe-

cial need of such spiritual uplift just at

this time, as so many of our mentbers are

suffering persecution for the name of

Christ.

In some respects the year has been the

most prosperous in the history of the Mis-

sion. The attendance at the schools was

double that of last year. There were

many more applicants for baptism than in

any previous year, and twenty-seven were

received into Church membership, an in-

crease of 36 per cent. We now have

ninety-five communicants. But there are

some respects in which the work has made
very little progress, if it has not been

actually at a standstill. We have done

very little toward opening new stations,

not because of lack of willingness on our

part, but chiefly because of the opposition

of officials and the gentry. Chinese offi-

cials have been and are still making

WOMEN’S SCHOOL, TAK HING.

strenuous efforts to keep us out ' of Do
Sing and Lin Tan. They refuse to stamp

the deeds for the property which we have

purchased in those places, and we can-

not erect the necessary buildings and

open the work till they do.

In Ko Che, some thirty miles south, the

leaders of a powerful clan are carrying on

a vigorous campaign against Christianity.

They violently broke up a meeting that
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was being held in their village, and beat

one Christian till they thought he was

dead. They are now seeking to deprive

the Christians, who are members of their

clan, of their property and clan rights,

and threaten to drive them out of the dis-

trict. The matter is now in the hands of

the officials. Bnt Chinese officials are just

as corrupt as are some American poli-

ticians and will do almost any unrighteous

act for a bribe. The persecutors are

wealth}^, and, we understand, are making

liberal presents to the officials.

But the difficulties and opposition

which we have been meeting are not work-

ing entirely to the advantage of the en-

emy. He Who maketh the wrath of man
to praisq Him is making these things to

work for good. In Sai Ning, where the

official lives, and also in Do Sing, almost

everybody knows about the case which is

up before the official, and their curiosity

is aroused and they are asking who are

these Christians and why are they being

persecuted, and thus they are coming to

know something about the Doctrine. We
feel certain that when the trouble at Ko
Che is settled and we are allowed to carry

on the work at Do Sing and Lin Tan

without interruption, there will be more

people eager to learn about Christianity

than there would have been if these events

had not taken place.

And further, the way in which the

Christians are enduring the present trials

is a marvel to the heathen and convincing

testimony of the power of the gospel.

Thus far those who are suffering for the

faith have remained steadfast. Although

some have suffered bodily harm and others

have had to spend no small sum of money
in order to protect their property and

rights, yet no one has turned back or

grown faint-hearted. When the man who
was beaten came back to consciousness and

the persecutors threatened to kill him if

he showed any more signs of being a

Christian, he at once assured them that he

was still a believer, but that they need

have* no fear of him, as he had no inten-

tion of bringing accusation against them.

The old man, in whose home at Ko Che

the prayer meeting was held, was saved

from violence only because of the Chinese

great respect for old age. But when the

persecutors threatened him he replied

that he had already confessed Jesus and

was a member of His Church, and even

though they might kill him he could not

turn back. Such faithfulness is abund-

ant proof that these men have indeed come

to the light, and that their faith and hope

are fixed on Him Who is their Friend and

Saviour. And it also shows that the work

being done here and which you are sup-

porting by your prayers and means is not

in vain.

AT HOME.
Olathe, Kansas.—The annual report of

the L. M. Society of Olathe Congregation

is as follows

:

Another year has rolled around, and

what account can we render for the im-

provement of our opportunities?

Our society has held twelve regular

meetings during the year, with an aver-

age attendance of twenty-two. All the

meetings were all-day meetings with the

exception of two. The largest attendance

was at the October meeting, when there

were thirty-two members present, and

the smallest attendance was at the April

meeting, when there were only fourteen

members present. We have had the pleas-

ure of adding eleven names to our roll

during the year, and we assure these sis-
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ters they are welcome in onr circle. Three Social Union 1.80

of our number left us this year to labor in Pledge for Y.W.F.M 9.25

other fields of our Master’s vineyard. Kansas City Church 8.26

Our “box” sent to the Southern Mis- Receipts for sales 46.60

sion contained three quilts and a quan- Carpet, rags and work 11.95

tity of new and second-hand clothing. Sale of quilts 5.05

The wTork this year has been much the Value of box sent to So. Mission. 65.00

same as in former years, piecing and

quilting quilts, tacking comfortables, Total $261.58

sewing carpet rags and making garments Disbursements 216.58

for the box..

The executive committee have fur- Balance on hand $45.00

nished some very interesting and instruc- Disbursements.

tive programmes. Young Women’s For. Missionary
. $12 . 50

Through our corresponding secretary National reform work 15.00

and the kindness of some of our members, Aged People’s Home 13.50

we have been able to hear quite frequently Wedding gift, Lei Lua Yung. ... 5.00

from our missionaries, both home and Juvenile Library, So. Mission 5.00

foreign. Kansas City Church 16.74

Our treasury has been supplied, as New York Bible Society 5.00

heretofore, by dues and donations. St. Anna Church 10.00

As a society, when we look back over Indian Mission 10.00

the year just closed, we can say truly with For hospital in Chinese Mission. . 10.00

the Psalmist: Syrian Mission 20.00

“What shall I render to the Lord for Social Union 1.80

all His loving kindness and tender mercy For charitable purposes 3.90

unto me.” Rag carpet 6.88

Mrs. Anna Wright, Pres. Express on quilt, and material for

Margaret Atchison, Secy. quilts 8.41

Treasurer’s Report. Articles for box 4.00

Receipts. Freight on box 3.85

Amount in treasury .$28.12 Value of box sent to So. Mission. . 65.00

Dues 63.00

Donations 21.55 $216.58

Initiation fees 1.00 Mary E. Stewart, Treas.

Hurry also means worry, and haste is waste. Study to be habitually calm. “A
meek and quiet spirit is,” in the sight of God, “of great price.” The rush of modern

social life is especially fatal to the prayer-habit; for until the spirit is hushed and

becalmed in His presence, God cannot reflect His own image in our consciousness.

—J. Hudson Taylor.

“Know the true value of time; snatch, seize, and enjoy every moment of it. No
idleness, no laziness, no procrastination; never put off till to-morrow what you can do

to-day.”

—

Chesterfield.
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MONOGRAPHS.

LATAKIA HOSPITAL.
It is a pleasure to write of our work

here, and, to me, especially of the hospital.

While the hospital here is small and not

so well equipped as we would like, yet I

was pleasantly surprised to find it so well

planned and carefully managed. The hos-

pital occupies the first floor of Dr.

Balph’s home. In it we have a men’s ward

having seven beds in it, and a women’s

ward with six beds. Besides these, we
have a small private room and an operat-

ing room of the same size, two small bed-

rooms occupied by the Bible woman and

the woman who helps with the nursing, a

hall, a store room, kitchen, small dining

room, and the reception room.

In an adjoining building is the phar-

macy, the doctor’s office and the clinic

rooms. The pharmacist has been with

Dr. Balph for a number of years and has

been of great value not only in the phar-

macy but as the Doctor’s assistant in the

dressing of wounds, etc.

The Bible woman is a young woman of

courage and ability, and most willing to

help in any way needed. She reads the

Bible and prays with the patients daily

and often talks to them of their salva-

tion. It is sad to see so many ignorant

both for the care of their souls and their

bodies. We have one woman who does

the cooking for both patients and helpers

in the hospital. We have a young woman
who is helping us some and at the same

time learning something of nursing.

Then we have a “handy man,” who does a

little of almost everything. He gets many

calls this way and that, but seems to be

in a good humor most of the time. The

average number of patients so far has been

about that of other years. I think we can

say truly that the greater number of our

patients have gone from us much im-

proved. Some cases we did not expect to

help much in bodily health, but they heard

of a Saviour and were made comfortable

and happy while under, our care.

Our clinic days are Mondays, Wednes-

days and Fridays. We average about

thirty patients each of these days.

Before beginning work in a medical

way, Dr. Balph reads from the Bible and

talks and prays with the patients unless

some patient requires immediate attention.

Thus the Doctor is able to give medicine

and help both to soul and body. The

Doctor’s work is not limited to the hos-

pital and clinic, but he gets many calls

out into the town, country and neighbor-

ing villages. Ho one can ever estimate

the good that has been and is being done

in this line. But it certainly speaks well

for the hospital, the Doctor and his helpers

when patients of former days who have

again become ill beg for admittance to

the hospital. And to see the faces of

some of these light up with joy when re-

admitted, gives us confidence in the work

and its comfort and help to others.

We would like to mention and to ex-

press our gratitude to those who have been

so thoughtful and generous in their gifts

of scrap-books and calendars for the

children. It would do you good to see the

dull eyes brighten as they see the pretty

colored pictures which are so attractive

to them. We have had quite a good many

children here this year and many have

been made happy by these gifts.

We need and desire the prayers of all

good people for our work.

F. May Elsey.
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ONLY A LEPER.
About the year 1896 an orphan boy

aged about ten or eleven years, came from

the village of Bizzak to be a servant in the

house of a respectable Greek family of

Latakia. He was very much alone, with-

out brothers or sisters or any near rela-

tives to care for him. About the same

time two or three other boys from the

same village were in school. This little

servant boy would come to the school to

visit them and a desire grew strong in

him to come to school too. He made
such urgent request that the following

autumn Mr. Stewart, then in charge, re-

ceived him into the boarding school.

Hanna Saadi, for this was his name,

proved a teachable and diligent pupil. He
remained in school about five years, finish-

ing the usual studies required. During

these years the good seed of the gospel

found a place in his heart, and in Janu-

ary, 1901, he made profession of his faith,

uniting with the Church at the same time

as his friend Antonius Khouri.

During the summer vacations of his

first years in school he stayed with the

family he had come here to serve at first;

but toward the end of his school days his

health was not good, and he was troubled

with swellings and sores on his feet and

hands. The family with whom he had

stayed heretofore, for this cause, did not

want him when the holidays came, and he

spent one summer at the school. Among
the native people it began to be rumored

that Hanna inherited a tendency to lep-

rosy ; that his father had died of that dis-

ease. The last winter he was in school

he slept in a little room in my house, and

had his meals by himself, and the follow-

ing summer Dr. Balph sent him to Beirut

to be examined by the physicians there.

They pronounced his disease leprosy and

advised that he go at once to the Mora-

vian Leper Hospital, near Jerusalem. He
never returned to Latakia. This was a

great sorrow to poor Hanna. Until this

time he had still some hope of getting

better, and his great desire was to be a

teacher, and now he must give that up,

and in the beginning of }
roung manhood

look forward to months or years of in-

creasing suffering and wretchedness and

an early death. It was hard to be resigned,

and it was not strange that in those first

days of his life in the hospital, there was

rebel J ion in his heart. But Hanna had

accepted Christ, and for the days of trial

the needed grace was given. His Chris-

tian character was marked even while in

school, and to this day teachers' and the

older boys who remember him, speak of

what a true Christian Hanna was. Among
the inmates of the hospital he found a boy

several years younger than himself—

a

Jew—and he found congenial employment

in teaching this boy to read. Soon he was

able to read the Testament, and better

than all, Hanna’s efforts for him were

blessed, and in the winter of 1904 he had

the joy of seeing his young friend con-

fess Christ and accept baptism. Hanna

wrote to us occasionally, and I well re-

member what a joyful letter it was which

told of this boy’s conversion. Hot long

after this Hanna Saadi’s sight failed, and

he could no longer see to read his loved

Bible. Then the little Hanna the Israel-

ite, as we have known him, would read

to him and many happy hours they spent

thus. Hanna could now no longer see to

write letters. Once or twice his little

friend wrote to me for him, but it was

laborious work. Then an English mis-

sionary, Miss Elverson, who visited the

lepers from time to time, wrote to us once

for him, and at my request she kindly

kervt us informed about him. More than

once she remarked his faith and patient

endurance of suffering.



88 Monographs.

Last summer, having planned to at-

tend the convention at Ramallah, and

knowing that I would have a day or two

in Jerusalem, I took one afternoon for a

visit to Hanna. The .matron took me to

the little room where he and his young

companion were seated, the big Bible on

the bed beside them. Hanna was greatly

pleased at my visit. The poor boy’s feet

were bandaged and he was now only some-

times able to walk a little, his hands and

arms swollen and sore, his sight entirely

gone, and his voice also. He could only

speak in a whisper, and that not without

pain. He would talk a little and then

rest a little. He was eager to hear about

every one he had known, and asked for

news of this and that person. He told

me about his friend Hanna the Israelite,

and what comfort and help he was to him

now. How he and little Hanna were all

alone in the world, for the boy’s parents,

though living in Jerusalem, had utterly

cast him off since he became a Christian;

he was as one dead to them. Then he

spoke of how kind and good to him the

nurses were and how thankful he felt to

them. He spoke little of his sickness ex-

cept as I questioned him about it. He
said he was seldom without pain. He
knew he could not live very long, but

he was glad and happy in the prospect of

near release. He knew in Whom he be-

lieved and trusted altogether in Christ.

As we read some comforting words in the

Book and prayed together, we could not

but realize the Saviour Himself was there

in these two of the least of His brethren.

The only regret he expressed during our

conversation was that he could not see me.

As I rose to go he said: “Miss Edgar, I

shall never see my friends again in this

world, but I shall see you all in heaven.”

On leaving the boys, Sister Elizabeth, the

matron, went with me through the build-

ing. There were more than forty lepers,

and that a smaller number than usual.

Only ten or twelve were of the Christian

sects; the rest all Moslems. As she told

how hardened they were and how seldom

there was any evidence of acceptance of

the truth among them, I rejoiced that

our boy had learned to know his Saviour

before the evil days came. She told me
she thought Hanna would hardly live

through the coming winter, but she said,

“'He knows it and sees the end and is

glad.” On reaching the gate where the

carriage was waiting, I found that Hanna,

with the help of his friend, had hobbled

down to the road; and they were waiting

to say good-by again. As I spoke a last

word with them Hanna raised my hand

in his poor maimed hands and kissed it.

After I reached home I wrote to him and

again at the end of the year. A week

or two later I received a note from Sister

Elizabeth telling me that Hanna was very

ill and suffering much. While at times

he was greatly dejected, he would often

say over and over again, “Yet a little

while, yet a little while,” and then a few

days later came the letters which I copy

below

:

“Jerusalem, Jan. 22, 1909.

“Dear Miss Edgar:

“To-day I can write you that our dear

Hanna is with his Saviour. I am very

thankful for him. How he will be com-

forted and he will see Him in Whom he

believed. His life was in man’s eyes a

very hard one, but it was the good will of

his Father to lead him a thorny way.

Little Hanna will also write to you.

Please will j^ou now* regard little Hanna

as an inheritance of our Hanna, and some-

times send a letter to him. He is now

very alone, and would be glad. And I

also thank you for your love to our lepers,

and I hope you will pray to God for the

lepers and for our work.

“Yours, Sister Elizabeth.”
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Translation of little Hanna’s letter:

“To the Honorable Lady Miss Edgar.

“After kissing yonr hands and asking

after yonr welfare, I will tell yon that

when yonr letter of Sept. 22 was received

Hanna was well and was mnch rejoiced by

it, and he would tell me about the school.

But when yonr second letter came he was

very sick in bed, and his hands and feet

were wounded and very painful, so that

any seeing him would say, ‘This is indeed

poor Lazarus who lay full of sores/

Neither could he eat or drink, only with

great difficult}^. And he was continually

expecting the Lord Jesus to come and take

him to Himself. But he did not murmur,

nor was impatient. So on the morning of

Jan. 13, he was removed from this place

of trouble to the place of rest, and the

next day we laid him in the coffin and

took him to the burial place in Zion. And
now I am left alone and I am very sad at

parting from my dear brother, for we

,were happy together, as we always went

out and in together, and he was always

teaching me. And he would tell me about

your school and about you, and about Dr.

Balph and Mr. Stewart and about his

friend Antonius and the boys. And now

the sickness is increasing on me, and I

ask you to pray for me that my 'faith may
be firm in Christ Jesus. And here Sister

Elizabeth, too, is sorry to lose Hanna, and

he loved her, for she cared for him like a

mother for her son. In closing I kiss your

hands and the hands of the minister and

the doctor.

“Your son,

“Hanna the Israelite/"'

So closed the brief life of this afflicted

child of God. He would be at his death

about twenty-five years of age. There was

little that was attractive about the poor

diseased body, but his beautiful Chris-

tian spirit made all who had to do with

him or cared for him, love him. God

gave him1 one soul for his comfort while

here, but how many others about him may
have been influenced by his life. And
those of us who had any share in leading

him to the truth shall count our joy com-

plete if at His coming we may hear our

Lord say, “Inasmuch as ye have done it

unto the least of these My brethren, ye

have done it unto Me/’

Maggie B. Edgar.

Latakia, Syria.

OUR LIFE FOR CHRIST.

The life that we have through a right

relationship to Christ is to be employed

for His glory in varying ways and in

widening spheres.

Our own personal life, so exhibiting the

magnetic power of the Cross, so manifest-

ing the Spirit of the Lord, which dwelleth

in us, that men through our life, without

word or deeds, shall be won to Him. This

will be the case if we live in near fellow-

ship with Him. The true life of the Chris-

tian man will resemble the river which

takes its rise far away unseen amidst the

hills, and, trickling into the valley below,

gets broader and deeper as it rolls along,

spreading life and verdure on its sides, till

it expands into the majestic river and on

to ocean’s boundlessness. Our life in its

first rise, unseen by men, flowing on

through Him who says, “I am come that

they might have life and have it more

abundantly/’ This life, widening, deep-

ening, blessing those with whom it comes

in contact, will ever have the noblest end

in view. An aim, an end worthy of the

giver; worthy of life itself; worthy His

design concerning us: “I have ordained

you that ye should go and bring forth

fruit, and that your fruit should remain.”

Our Lord calls us witnesses. Let our tes-

timony be distinctive, correct, life-breath-

ing. He says, “Ye are the light of the

world.” Let the light which we exhibit
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“so shine” that men “may glorify our

Father who is in Heaven.” As “salt of

the earth,” be it ours to preserve the mass

from corruption, or, at least, from that

corruption spreading. Our lives should

be, may be, one unfaltering testimony,

manifest and clear, distinct and emphatic

—a testimony which men cannot but read,

which shall melt down prejudice, subdue

hatred, win to light and love. Do we

shrink at the idea of the watchfulness, the

responsibility, which this manifestation of

our life for Him involves? The answer

which saves from despair, which uplifts

with hope, which inspires with courage,

is found in holy writ and confirmed in

daily experience: “Our sufficiency is of

God.” “My grace is sufficient for thee.”

This life for Him in the family. Here
the light should shine with undimmed
lustre and brightest sheen. The light-

house sends forth its light far and wide on

to the ocean, but the farther from its cen-

ter, beyond the sphere of the reflectors,

the less its light. Its extremest brilliance

is within the walls of the lighthouse itself.

So in the loved circle of the home, our

Christian life should reveal itself in

clearest and strongest light; and it will,

if the life be one of near communion and

joyous fellowship in private. We re-

pudiate as contrary to fact the oft-repeated

statement that the children of ministers

and deacons go sadly astray and dishonor

their father’s God! Thank God ’tis not

so. Some of the choicest blessings with

which the Lord hath enriched and hon-

ored His servants have been that their

sons and daughters have been consecrated

to God from early days, and mainly owing

to the sweet and sanctifying influence

of home. Could reliable information be

obtained, could statistics be furnished, we

should find that by far the larger propor-

tion of the Christian workers of to-day

in the churches of the land, in all differ-

ent spheres of service—ministers, mission-

aries, teachers, evangelists—are the chil-

dren of the godly, the seed of the right-

eous
; men and women who can, in gospel

sense, reiterate Paul’s words and share in

his joy: “If any other man thinketh to

have confidence in the flesh, I more
‘an Hebrew of the Hebrews.’ ” To very

many here to-day this joy is ours. Chil-

dren honoring the Lord whom we love, and

finding His service the supreme joy of

their lives; or, when stricken by sorrow,

heart-bleeding at their removal from us,

the knowledge that they triumphed in

Christ as their feet “dipped the Jordan,”

and that they are “with Christ, which is

far better,” gives joy midst deepest grief.

True—alas ! that it should ever be true—
there have been solitary exceptions to the

rule
;
but these exceptions help to confirm

the rule. “The Word of the Lord abideth

ever”; and that Word reads, “Train up a

child,” and the home is pre-eminently the

training ground, “in the way he should

go, and when he is old he will not depart

from it.” And if the skeptic point to an

Absalom son of the godly, our reply is

:

Either the training was defective or the

Book is incorrect. We hold to the Book,

and lay the mournful defect at the door

of faulty training.

This life for Him in the Church. The
Church of Christ in the world is as large

and no larger than the number of its truly

regenerated men and women, possessors of

this Christ life. We look for the evidences

of this new life as a prerequisite to Church

fellowship. We would not, dare not, re-

fuse those whom the Lord hath received,

nor, on the other hand, dare we welcome

to the fellowship of the visible Church

those who give no evidence of life in

Christ. Talent, genius, amiable and ex-

cellent qualities of mind and heart, we re-

joice to see them exemplified, but these

cannot compensate, or be accepted, instead
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of that vital change of which our Lord

speaks. “Ye must be born again.” These

words declare life, and as we have seen,

life is self-revealing; we look for the evi-

dence of this life in all we receive into

fellowship. And assuredly this life is the

strength, and the bond, and the source of

growth of the Church.- Her strength and

the source of her fruitfulness are not in

numbers, wealth, status, or prestige—all

these may be, are employed in Christ’s

service, and that efficiently, but only effi-

ciently as they are connected with, grow

out of, true love to Christ, the surest,

clearest evidence of spiritual life. Where

this Christly life grows and abounds in

the individual- church, such church will

flourish in holiness; will “increase with

the increase of God”; will be as a “city

set on a hill which cannot be hid,” and

its members, realizing their oneness with

each other, because of their oneness with

Christ, they will seek to glorify His name,

both in worship and service. Nor will

the}7 seek in vain.

We hold the solemn obligation resting

on those who have been “created anew in

Christ Jesus” to unite in visible fellow-

ship with the people of God. The New
Testament teaches us this obligation, and

gives us many examples. Saul directly

after his conversion “assayed to join him-

self to the disciples.” The converts on

the day of Pentecost were baptized at once,

and brought into the fellowship of the

Church. Woe the day when our churches

shall be content to live only for them-

selves ! They will soon die ! Happy the

day when a holy ambition shall possess all

the members of our Churches, and they

shall vie with each other in their desire

to bring glory to their Lord and Redeemer,
’

and blessing to their fellow men! Such*

was the Church in Thessalonica, which

“became ensamples to all that believe in

Macedonia and Achia,” and of whom it is

said, “Your faith to God-ward is gone

forth, so that we need not speak any-

thing.”

Such churches, baptized with the spirit

of God, would soon win the world to

Christ.

—

Selected.

LAYMEN’S MISSIONARY MOVEMENT
PROGRESS.

Six hundred men at a missionary dinner

for which they each paid one dollar, and

six hundred others turned away for lack

of room, was the unusual experience at

Minneapolis recently. They came at 6

o’clock and left about 11, many of them

wondering why they had never before dis-

covered the fascinating interest of this

greatest world-problem. The meetings

continued for three days, with growing in-

terest and power. Over four hundred

men came in from sixty cities and towns

in Minnesota. Last year 356,000 Church

members of that State averaged 42 cents

each to send Christianity to the non-

Christian world. The men at Minneapo-

lis believed that this should ultimately

be increased to an average of $5 each. To
this task many of them have already ad-

dressed themselves, in their own congre-

gations and cities.

At Birmingham, Ala., considerably

more than a thousand Southern Presby-

terian men came together for three days,

Feb. 16-18, to look at the world in the

light of Christ’s programme for His

Church. The Southern Presbyterian

Church is asking its members for an av-

erage of $4 each per year in order to

reach the 25,000,000 of people in their

fields abroad. Already sixty of their con-

gregations have reached this average,

while some of them are giving twice or

three times this amount. Two whole

Presbyteries have passed this standard,

Florida Presbytery giving an average of

$4.20 per member and Upper Missouri
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Presbytery an average of $5.23 per mem-
ber. Quite a number of the individual

men present at Birmingham guaranteed

that their respective congregations would

come up this year at least to the $4 stand-

ard. This denomination increased its for-

eign missionary offerings by $47,000 last

year, in spite of the financial depression.

They are fully $50,000 ahead this year of

the receipts at this date last year. And
$50,000 more were subscribed at Birming-

ham for new hospitals, schools and other

equipment. A comprehensive plan of

deputation work among individual con-

gregations was decided upon at the con-

vention, looking toward the presentation

of the question to the entire denomination.

In the effort of the city of Toronto to

raise $500,000 per year for missions, the

Baptist churches a year ago assumed $50,-

000 of the total. They had given $23,225

the year before. Not only have they

raised and paid into the treasury the $50,-

000 they undertook, but over $5,000 in

addition, thus making an increase in a

single year of 137, and bringing up their

average giving to missions to about $8

per member.

From far Australia, in a letter from a

Presbyterian Mission Board Secretary,

comes this striking testimony

:

“With regard to our Victorian Branch

we are now organized within the Presby-

terian Church, and we have had our first

meeting of business men representing

other denominational movements. It was

decided to form a brotherhood of prayer

with a view to forming an interdenomina-

tional movement. We are having a united

missionary conference in June, and we

hope to make that the starting point of

the wider movement. I feel sure that

there is immense blessing in this Lay-

men’s Missionary Movement. I thank

God that it is now set agoing in Australia.

I feel that the Laymen’s Missionary

Movement has already given a great im-

petus to our Missionary spirit in Victoria.

I believe it is the most profound influence

for good that has yet come to us.”

A far-sighted Presbyterian layman of

Chicago has decided to invest $7,500 a

year in a campaign of missionary educa-

tion among the Presbyterians of his own

State, in the effort to lead them up to an

average of $5 per member for the work

abroad, this being the amount to which

the Presbyterian Church is officially com-

mitted. This would mean an increase of

over $400,000 per year from this con-

stituency. It is doubtful whether money

for missionary extension could multiply

itself faster than in such an educational

campaign.

Laymen's Missionary Movement,

1 Madison Ave., New York.

THE LAYMEN OF THE REFORMED
CHURCH ADOPT A NEW

MISSIONARY POLICY.

Another new and progressive mission-

ary policy has been adopted. Over seven

hundred men of the Reformed Church in

the United States met in a Laymen’s

Missionary Convention at Harrisburg,

Pa., March 16-18. The Church has a

membership of 290,000 in this country.

Their contributions to religious work of

all kinds last year in America, including

congregational expenses, were $2,284,000.

Their contributions to Foreign Missions

were just under $100,000. The Protest-

ant Churches of North America, as a

whole, give an even smaller proportion

than this of their total offerings, to the

work outside of America.

The Foreign Mission Board of the Re-

formed Church, Dr. Allen R. Bartholomew,

Secretary, presented to the Convention a

carefully wrought-out estimate of what

would be necessary if the Reformed

Church does its part in the co-operative
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effort to evangelize the world in this

generation. This statement recognized

the responsibility on the part of the

Reformed Church of providing for the

evangelization of ten millions of people

in China, Japan and the Moslem world.

They estimated that to do this work on

an adequate scale, an expenditure of a

million dollars annually is really needed.

It was not in their minds that so great

ah increase could be made without

taking a period of years to work up to that

goal.

The Convention considered this esti-

mate and adopted it as its policy, so far

as it could speak for the Church. The

Convention further resolved to undertake

this year to add $100,000 to the Church’s

offerings of last year to foreign mis-

sionary work, bringing up the total to

$200,000 as the first step toward the

ultimate goal. The Temporary Executive

Committee of the Laymen’s Missionary

Movement of the Reformed Church was

made permanent, with power to add to

its number. A General Committee, rep-

resenting every classis in the Church, was

also appointed. Money was raised by

the Convention to employ a secretary, to

give his whole time to the general direc-

tion of the work. It was the universal

opinion of those present, that the Con-

vention was the most impressive and

promising meeting ever held in the Re-

formed Church.

One Church after another is thus adopt-

ing a missionary policy on the basis of

what it is believed ought to be done.

The old way was to ask for what it was

hoped the Church might be willing to

give, even though the amount was utterly

inadequate to the work to be accom-

plished. The right principle has at last

been discovered, and the whole mission-

ary enterprise is beginning to be regarded

in its true light, as the most stupendous

and important task ever attempted by
the Church.

Laymen’s Missionary Movement,
1 Madison Ave., New York.

THE PREPARATION OF PRAYER.
There are two things that I wish to

speak of by way of preparation for soul-

winning. In the first place I put prayer.

It is a great day in any man’s life when
he learns how to pray. I had been nine

years in the ministry before I understood

that secret. To learn it 1 had to pass

through agonies compared with which

crucifixion is but in the kindergarten of

suffering, but the returns were greater

than the cost. I learned that prayer is

first of all communion and adoration, and
I came to God, not to tell Him what I

wanted, but to find out His will and
plans concerning me. 0 it was a great

hour for me, and I never have lost its

joy. I can think of nothing so blessed

as to pray and feel that the heavens are

bending low and that, however careless

men may be, there is quenchless interest

in heaven in our behalf. The purpose in

prayer is that we may change eyes with

God, to lay our plans at His feet and

take better ones from Him. I think Jesus

set us an example when He went into

the garden of Gethsemane. Under the

Spell of prayer the cry
ffLet this cup pass,”

changes to "Thy will be done.”

“Into the woods my Master went, clean

forespent, forespent,

Into the woods my Master came, fore-

spent with love and shame.

Out of the woods my Master went and

He was well content.

Out of the woods my Master came,

content with death and shame.”

When a man can get a victory like that

in Gethsemane it is worth his while.

There are many of us who do not pray

long enough. We pray and run away.
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We do not wait to see if God lias not

some great gift for ns. Manton, the old

Puritan preacher, quaintly says, “Foolish

boys that knock at a door in wantonness

will not stay till somebody cometh to

open to them, but a man that hath busi-

ness will knock and knock again, till he

gets his answer.”

When we use our telephones we are not

content until we hear the voice of the

one we seek. There are many who under-

take to talk to God, but they hang up the

receiver before the answer comes. Wait

until there is borne in upon your soul

the fact of God’s love to you through His

Son. Then you can get up from your

knees and go forty days, if necessary, in

the strength of that revelation of the

heart of God. With all earnestness do I

give this message. Prepare for your work
by prayer. You have the spirit and the

stride of a conqueror when you are cer-

tain that you have with you the omnip-

otence of the Almighty God.

—

Charles L.

Goodell, D.D ., in The Price of Winning

Souls.

Nothing is harder than to forgive a malicious wrong, a harm done us, in a matter
where we know we are right. Sir Eardly Wilmot was an English baronet, widely

known as a leader in social life, and a man of great personal dignity and force of

character. Having been distinguished chief justice of the Court of Common Pleas,

he was often consulted by friends as to perplexing social questions. On one occa-

sion, a statesman came to him in great excitement over an injury just inflicted on

him by a political leader. He told the truth with warmth, and used strong epithets

in describing the malice which had inflicted the wrong. “Is not my indignation

righteous?” he asked impetuously. “Will it not be manly to resent such an injury?”

“Yes,” was the calm reply. “It will be manly to resent it, but it will be Godlike to

forgive it.” The answer was so unexpected and so convincing that the statesman had

not another word to say. He afterward confessed to a friend that Sir Eardl/s words

caused his anger to suddenly depart, leaving him a different and a much better man.
—Lutheran.

Would you judge of the lawfulness or unlawfulness of pleasure, of 'the innocence

or malignity of actions? Take this rule: Whatever weakens your reason, impairs the

tenderness of your conscience, obscures your sense of God, or takes off the relish of

spiritual things—in short, whatever increases the strength and authority of your

body over your mind, that thing is sin to you, however innocent it may be in itself.

—

Susanna Wesley.

###
Only fixed convictions will produce permanent Christian activity, and only those

who are actively at work will maintain fixed convictions. The two may stand to-

gether; either attempted alone will fail.

—

John A. Broadus.

Let it be our happiness this day to add to the happiness of those around us, to com-

fort some sorrow, to relieve some want, to add some strength to our neighbor’s virtue.

—Channing.

I find the great thing in this world is not so much where we stand as in what

direction we are going.

—

0. W. Holmes.
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EDITORIAL NOTES.

Ministers and licentiates of the Re-

formed Presbyterian Chnrcli are urged to

consider the call of the Board of Foreign

Missions for two more laborers to go to

China:

The work at Tak Hing Chau, the cen-

ter of operations, has been honored with

large results. God has given the brethren

laboring there many converts, sincere

and devoted men, filled with an intense

desire to make their Saviour known to

others, and willing to suffer loss of prop-

erty and life in the interests of Christi-

anity, the very material needed for a

native ministry. But these men, in order

that they may be qualified to preach the

gospel to their perishing fellow country-

men, require special instruction and care-

ful training for that form of service. The

missionaries on the field cannot devote

themselves to the conducting of classes

for that purpose without overlooking or

neglecting to some extent the pressing

demands of evangelism. Our senior

representative, Rev. A. I. Robb, who has

taught a theological class for years,

should have assistance that he may be in

a position to give more time and thought

to supervising the general interests of the

Mission. Hence this call for two more

ministers to go to China as soon as prac-

ticable, men who are not only set apart

to the gospel ministry, but also especially

qualified for higher educational work.

R. M. SOMMERVILLE,

Cor. Sec’y.

Drs. Kate and Jean McBumey, of the

Mission at Tak Hing Chau, China, expect

to visit the United States for a few

months’ rest in the summer. If they have

been able to carry out their plan to sail

from Hong Kong about March 27, 1909,

and should have a prosperous voyage, they

will be home before the end of this month,

and Synod, which is to meet in Chicago,

Tuesday, May 25, will have the pleasure

of seeing them and hearing fresh messages

from the field.

In a letter recently received from li-

centiate Joseph D. Edgar, he informs us

that he has arranged with Rev. Walter Mc-

Carroll to accept the position of Principal

or Head Master of the Mission School at

Larnaca, Cyprus. Mr. Edgar will leave

for the field early in the autumn of this

year, and the Board of Foreign Missions,

according to its agreement with Mr. Mc-

Carroll, reported to Synod last June, will

pay his salary for a term of three years,

and will also meet his traveling expenses

to the island. We heartily congratulate

our senior missionary in Cyprus on secur-

ing the services of a young man so highly

spoken of for his evangelistic spirit, and

so yrell qualified in many other respects

for the responsible position he has been

called to occupy.

Olive Trees received, March 22, 1909,

and passed on to Treasurer Walter T.

Miller

Three Hundred and Fourteen Dollars

and Fifty Cents,

contributions of some Women of the Sec-

ond Reformed Presbyterian Church of

Yew York and their Friends for the

Mountain Schools in Syria.

Olive Trees thankfully acknowledges

receipt of the following contributions for

missionary purposes
: $5 from Mrs. Mary

J. Dunn, Canon City, Colo., for the semi-

centennial fund, “to be used where needed

most;” and $25, last installment of a
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$50 pledge toward the support of a native

teacher in Syria, from the Sabbath school

of the Second Reformed Presbyterian

Congregation, of Boston, Mass.

The Young People’s Missionary Move-

ment of the United States and Canada

has arranged to hold

SUMMER CONFERENCES
IN 1909 AT

Whitby, Ont., Canada, July 2-9.

Lake Geneva, Wisconsin, July 2-11.

Asheville, N. C., July 2-11.

Silver Bay, Lake George, N. Y., July

23-Aug. 1.

Sabbath School and Missions, Silver

Bay, Lake George, N. Y., July 15-22.

The special features to be noted are as

follows

:

1. Mission study, in small groups

under experienced leaders.

2. Conferences on methods^ under men
and women in actual contact with con-

ditions in local churches.

3. Platform meetings, on devotional

themes, for the deepening of the spiritual

life.

4. A survey of world-wide missions, in

a series of addresses by missionaries fresh

from their fields of labor.

5. Rest and recreation during each

afternoon, with ample provisions for every

form of outdoor exercise under careful

supervision.

For information concerning any of

these conferences, address the secretary of

the Young People’s Missionary Movement,

156 Fifth Avenue, New York City.
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Does my life please God?

Is there any one I can forgive?

Am I studying my Bible daily?

Am I enjoying my Christian life?

Have I ever won a soul to Christ ?

How much time do I spend in prayer?

Am I trying to bring my friends to Christ?

Have I ever had a direct answer to prayer?

Is there anything I cannot give up for Christ?

Just where am I making my greatest mistake?

Am I doing anything I would condemn in others?

How does my life look to those who are not Christians?

Is the world being made better or worse by my living in it?

Have I ever tried giving one-tenth of my income to the Lord ?—Canadian Church-

man.
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Thank God every morning when you get up that you have something to do that

day which must be done, whether you like it or not. Being forced to work, and forced

to do your best, will breed in you temperance and self-control, diligence and strength

of will, cheerfulness and content, and a hundred virtues which the idle never know.

Charles Kingsley.

I am not much of a mathematician, said the cigarette, but I can add to a youth s

nervous troubles ;
I can subtract from his physical energy ;

I can multiply his aches

and pains; I can divide his mental powers; I can take interest from his work, anrl

discount his chances for success .—New York Observer.
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